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PASTORS INTENSIVE WORKSHOP

SESSION ONE: INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS
Theme for workshop: Commitment and FOCUS

· It is so important that we continually remain committed to doing what God has called us to do in EACH season of our life and ministry

· We must refuse to allow setbacks and discouragement to stop us from fulfilling God’s plan and purpose for our lives and ministry

· Other people’s eternal destinies are connected to us being committed and focused in fulfilling God’s will for our life and ministry during our time here on earth

· I will now start with three important Scriptures before I share about eight important aspects of our life and ministry in this first session of our Pastors Workshop

The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)

I WILL NOW LOOK AT EIGHT IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF OUR LIFE AND MINISTRY THAT ARE CRUCIAL TO SEEING OUR LIVES AND CHURCHES MAKING A GREAT IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF MANY OTHERS
1) The importance of having a clear GOD GIVEN vision for our lives and churches

The LORD said to the prophet Habakkuk,

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.” (Habakkuk 2:2-3)

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
· Having a clear vision for our own life helps us to flow in our own unique gifts and calling as we know what to say YES to and what to say NO to
· We are the greatest blessing to the body of Christ and others when we remain connected to God’s will and plan for our life and when we flow in our own unique gifts and calling

· This is why we need as pastors to have a leadership team where we have others doing things that we are not called to do

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the EQUIPPING of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;” (Ephesians 4:11-13)

· We are better together and we all need one another in the body of Christ

· Having a clear vision for our life and church also helps us to prayerfully make plans to see the vision become a reality

In the book of Proverbs we read, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.”  (Proverbs 21:5)
· Having a clear vision for our life and church helps us to remain strong and focused during those times when we are faced with trials and discouragement
· God’s vision for our life and church will continually expand over time

· Having a clear vision for our churches will help people to become connected to the life of our churches and to run with what God has put on the heart of the leaders of the church to do

· As we are faithful in the little things, God will entrust to us greater levels of responsibility

· Without a clear God given vision for our life we are more likely to make undisciplined choices in life, particularly when we are going through the wilderness seasons of our life when nothing seems to be happening
· It is so important that we have a clear vision of what God has called us to do in this season of our life and ministry so that we can fulfil His plan for our life and be the greatest blessing to others

2) The importance of having godly character. That we live out the Christian walk

The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, inpurity.” 
(1 Timothy 4:12)

· God always first prepares the man or woman before He gives them the ministry

· Having humility and character is a great key to promotion in God’s Kingdom 

· Promotion in God’s Kingdom always comes from above

In the book of James we read, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” (James 4:10)

· It is so important as leaders and pastors that we are an example to those who have been entrusted to our care to oversee and shepherd

· The way that we live our life has the greatest affect on others 

· This is why the Apostle Paul encouraged the young pastor Timothy to be an example to others of what it was to live the Christian life

· The Apostle Peter also emphasised the importance of being an example to others when he wrote, 

“Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” (1 Peter 5:2-4)

· God always first prepares the man or woman before He gives them the ministry

· For this reason it is crucial that we always seek to grow in Christlike character by allowing the Holy Spirit to do the work of change in our lives so that we can model to others what it is to live the Christian life

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1)

· For some people we may be the only bible that they read

The Apostle Paul wrote, “You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men;” (2 Corinthians 3:2)

· The simple fact is that we raise up disciples after our own kind because the way that we live our life will have the greatest affect on others

This is why James wrote in his epistle, “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.” (James 3:1)
3) That we must never lose our pioneering spirit. God always has more for our lives and ministry

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 

The word of the LORD came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
In the book of Hebrews we read, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

· We must never limit what God wants to do through our lives and ministries through a lack of faith or by becoming comfortable with where we are at in our walk with the Lord and ministry

· With so many people in need of salvation and hope, we need to be continually prepared to take steps of faith and to embrace the new things that God has planned for our lives and ministries in this season
· It is as we step out by faith to do those things that God is putting on our heart to do, that we begin to see Him moving on our behalf

In the book of Hebrews we read, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

4) The importance of making mature disciples (MENTORING MATTERS)

· As pastors and leaders it is so important that we invest our lives in helping others to become mature disciples

· It is so important that we feed the word of God to those who have been entrusted to our care and help them to grow from being a convert to a disciple maker themselves

· Jesus emphasised the importance of caring for and feeding the sheep when He restored Peter after he had denied Jesus three times
We see this in the gospel of John “So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more that these?” He said to Him, “Yes Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”

He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” (John 21:15-16)
“He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.” (John 21:17)
· Especially given the lawless times that we are now living in, it is crucial that we help to mentor and disciple the next generation and that we invest our lives in key people who have a ministry and leadership call upon their lives

· Mentoring others is a great key to our lives bearing much fruit as we help others to realise their full potential in Christ 

· Jesus Himself poured His life into twelve disciples who helped to establish the early church. By investing His life in the twelve disciples Jesus left an ongoing legacy from His life here on earth that has now resulted in their being around 2 billion believers in the world
· Like the Apostle Paul we need to be fathers or mothers of the faith and be prepared to pour our lives into others to help them to realise their full potential in Christ
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Therefore I urge you, imitate me.” (1 Corinthians 4:15-16)

The Apostle Paul also wrote to the young Pastor Timothy, “And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2)

5) The absolute importance of Evangelism in the times that we are now living in as we see the imminent rapture of all true believers

· It is harvest time now. If ever there is a time to break open our lives for the sake of the gospel it is NOW

Jesus Himself said,

“Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (John 4:35)
· It is so important that we also encourage and equip all Christians to become soul winners

· It is so important as church leaders that we also have a vision for outside the church walls and for winning our communities to Christ

· As we go out and preach the gospel we need to also expect miracles to follow the preaching of the word

In the gospel of Mark we read, “And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)
“And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)
“And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen” (Mark 16:20)

6) We will only rise to the lowest ceiling in our life

A leader will only rise to the LOWEST ceiling in the following important areas of their life and walk with the Lord;

· PHYSICAL  (Diet, Rest, Sleep, Exercise, Health) 
Our physical body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. So for longevity in ministry and to help us to minister where God would have us minister we need to stay fit and healthy 

· EMOTIONAL   (Healthy relationships, ability to deal with negative emotions, stability)
We need to be able to quickly deal with relational issues and be ALWAYS quick to forgive others. We will have many opportunities to be offended in ministry. A great key to remaining emotionally healthy is that all that we do in life is done unto the Lord rather than to gain the approval of others. We will not always be appreciated for what we do in life and ministry
· MENTAL (Ability to deal with stress, ability to TRUST God, ability to prioritise, delegate). The real battle if for the mind. We need to learn to remain calm under pressure by learning to continually cast our cares upon the Lord. We need to also learn to prioritize things in our life so that we can accomplish all those things which God has planned for our life, AND
· SPIRITUAL  (Prayer life, Worship life, Knowledge of the Word, Faith / Resting in God)

It is so important that we become strong and healthy in every one of these important aspects of our life and Christian walk

7) The importance of cultivating healthy Christian community in our churches

· More than ever before having loving Christian community in our churches is crucial given the increasing opposition now to Christians and to Christian values

· It is within the context of a loving church fellowship that believers can have a sense of belonging and be encouraged to use their spiritual gifts and to grow in their faith
· For this reason it is so important that as pastors and leaders that we preach messages full of God’s word that help to cultivate in our church fellowships an atmosphere of love and acceptance

Jesus Himself said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)
· For this reason as leaders we must also be always quick to deal with divisive attitudes that have the potential to create disunity in our church fellowships and to destroy the sense of Christian community

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless. Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.” (Titus 3:9-10)
· More than ever before it is crucial that believers fellowship together in a loving Christian community as we see the imminent raptures of all true believers and that new believers are made quickly welcome in our church fellowships

In the book of Hebrews we read, 
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)

AND

8) The absolute importance of continually maintaining intimacy in our walk with the Lord and building our lives on the firm foundation of God’s word and prayer
· It is so important that we remain strong ourselves in our walk with the Lord and that we are diligent in maintaining our own spiritual disciplines

· We must never get too busy so that we do not spend quality time with the Lord

· ALL effective ministry comes from maintaining an intimate and abiding relationship with the Lord

In the gospel of Luke we read,

“Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word.

But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42)
· Spending quality time with the Lord on a consistent basis is the key to maintaining our peace and joy in life and ministry and to remaining in the centre of God’s will for our life
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

· In a world full of deception and distractions how important it is that we continually build our lives on the word of God and prayer. That we are always committed to being both hearers and DOERS of God’s word

· This is a great key to building our lives and ministries on a firm foundation

· I will now just finish with four scriptures in relation to building our lives on the word of God and prayer

The LORD said to Joshua before he was about to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

Jesus Himself said, “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)

In the book of James we read, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8) AND
Jesus Himself said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)
TOPIC 3 SELECTED TEACHINGS

Leadership and Discipleship Manual Excerpts (Teaching No. 9)
A GOOD LEADER MENTORS OTHERS

(A good leader invests in the lives of other believers and leaders)  

A GOOD LEADER IS A MULTIPLIER 




 (Who will help to raise up many spiritual sons and daughters)
The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy: “You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:1-2)

THE APOSTLE PAUL WAS A FATHER IN THE FAITH AND ENCOURAGED MANY OTHERS TO FULFIL THEIR GOD GIVEN DESTINY

A great leader will mentor and encourage many others to fulfill God’s destiny for their life. (Acts 14:21-22) (Acts 11:21-26)
All church leaders and Pastors need to invest in the lives of the next generation of leaders. (Psalm 145:4)

The Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the church in Corinth, 

“For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  Therefore I urge you, to imitate me. For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.”  (1 Corinthians 4:15-17)

JESUS EMPHASISED THE NEED TO MAKE DISCIPLES

 Jesus said to His disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20)

EVERY GOOD LEADER MUST HAVE A COMMITMENT TO SEEING ALL BELIEVERS IN HIS CHURCH BEING GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME MATURE DISCIPLES (and acknowledges the importance of small groups in preparing mature disciples)

Pastor John Luliano from the Chatswood Assemblies of God in Sydney NSW, did a study on what Jesus taught His disciples as He prepared them for ministry.  He found that of all the 350 things that Jesus commanded His disciples to do, he could summarise them into just seven major Core Values.  

SEVEN CORE VALUES OF A MATURE DISCIPLE

A DISCIPLE

i)     Loves God

“And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

· They know that fullness of joy comes from being in the presence of God (Psalm 16:11)
· They have a great hunger for God and love meditating on His Word (Psalm 1:1-3) (Psalm 37:4)
· They love worshipping God in Spirit and truth (John 4:23-24) (Ephesians 5:19-20) (Colossians 3:16)
· They have a great desire to walk in Obedience to God’s plan for their life. Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make Our home with him.” (John 14:23) 
ii) Loves People

“And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)

· They have a genuine love for others (Ephesians 4:32-5:2)
· They have a desire to serve and encourage others (Matthew 20:26-28)
· They have a desire to live for others (Philippians 2:3-4)
· They extend grace towards others and aim to look for the best in others. (James 3:18) (Romans 13:8) (Colossians 4:6) Love covers a multitude of sins (James 5:20)
· They have learned to practically help those who are in need (1 John 3:16-17) (Acts 2:44-45)
iii) Loves a Godly Lifestyle

“Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48)

· They have a genuine desire to glorify God with their lives (Matthew 5:13-16)
· They have a desire to walk in obedience and to follow God’s ways and plans for their life (Romans 8:14)
· They no longer have a desire to live for the things of this world (1 John 2:15-17)
· They have a great desire to serve the Lord and to have fellowship with other believers (Galatians 2:20) 

· They have a great hunger for the things of God (Colossians 3:2)
iv) Loves Telling Others

“And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.’” (Mark 16:15)

· They have a great love and compassion for the lost
· They have been equipped to share their faith effectively with others and can clearly communicate the gospel message to others (2 Timothy 2:15)

· They have a great desire to reach out to the lost with the gospel message. The Apostle Paul tried all means to win people to Christ. (1 Corinthians 9:19-22)

· They pray for all their family and friends to be saved and for God to open up opportunities to lead people to Christ
· They look for every opportunity to share the hope that they have in Christ with others. They are always prepared to share the gospel in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2)

· They have great joy when seeing people come to Christ
v) Loves God’s Family

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:35)

· They have a genuine love for their brothers and sisters in the Lord (1 Peter 1:22) (1 John 3:14)
· They have a great desire to encourage and to build up those Christians who are struggling in their faith

· They look for opportunities to bless and encourage other believers
vi) Loves God’s Kingdom 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33) 

· They have a great love for the things of God (Philippians 3:7-8)
· They love the things of God more than the things of this world and desire to store up treasures for eternity (Matthew 6:19-21) They are more concerned about the eternal things rather than the temporal things of this world

· They know that all the promises of God in Him (Christ) are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· They have a great love for the church and for seeing God’s Kingdom expanded here on earth.

· They have a great desire to see God’s Kingdom values transforming their communities. (Matthew 6:7-10)
AND
vii) Loves to Give

“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” (Luke 6:38)

· God’s Kingdom is all about giving. God gave His best, His only Son Jesus. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…” (John 3:16) 
· They have a real joy in giving to the work of the Kingdom and to giving to those who are in need
· They have an understanding in their heart that it is more blessed to give that to receive (Acts 20:35)

· They generously give as the Lord purposes on their heart to give
· They know that you can never out give God
· How much we love God is truly reflected in our approach to giving
A GOOD LEADER HAS THE ABILITY TO TRAIN UP AND MENTOR OTHER CHRISTIAN LEADERS TO BECOME MATURE DISCIPLES WHO WILL IN TURN BE ABLE TO HELP OTHER CHRISTIANS TO BECOME MATURE DISCIPLES WITH FRUITFUL MINISTRIES (2 Timothy 2:2)

A good Leader will help and encourage many other Christians to have a passionate love for God and a genuine love for people of all backgrounds. A good leader will also help to foster in others a commitment to becoming more Christlike. 

They will also help to train up and equip disciples who know the importance of sharing the gospel with the unsaved, who have a heart to encourage all other believers, who have a passion for the things of God and who give generously to the work of God.

GREAT LEADERS WILL TRAIN UP MANY OTHER LEADERS WHO WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE FRUITFUL MINISTRIES LONG AFTER THEY THEMSELVES HAVE GONE TO BE WITH THE LORD.

A GOOD LEADER HAS THE POTENTIAL TO TRAIN UP MANY OTHERS WHO WILL CONTINUE TO TRAIN UP OTHERS ALSO, THEREBY LEAVING AN ONGOING LEGACY OF THEIR MINISRY HERE ON EARTH. 

THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST IS THE GREAT EXAMPLE OF THIS. IN HIS SHORT TIME IN MINISTRY HE TRAINED UP A SMALL GROUP OF DISCIPLES WHO HELPED TO ESTABLISH THE EARLY CHURCH.  THE CHURCH IS STILL GROWING TODAY. 
JESUS IN HIS MINISTRY HERE ON EARTH DEMONSTRATED A FOUR STEP PROCESS FOR RAISING UP MATURE DISCIPLES. 

DURING HIS MINISTRY HERE ON EARTH JESUS RAISED UP A TEAM OF DISCIPLES AS FOLLOWS:  

1) Jesus first GATHERED a group of people whom He believed would become disciples (Mark 1:16-18) (Mark 1:19-20)  (Mark 2:14)
2) After Jesus had gathered His disciples, He then took them on preaching tours and MODELLED the following for them:

i) The importance of finding and fulfilling God’s purpose for their life (Mark 1:38)
ii) How to preach the gospel of the Kingdom  (Mark 1:39)

iii) How to serve people by casting out demons and healing the sick (Mark 1:39-41) and

iv)  How to live a genuine God-glorifying life (Mark 1:38-42)

AS HE MODELLED WHAT TRUE KINGDOM LIFE WAS LIKE, HE ALSO CONSTANTLY ENCOURAGED THE DISCIPLES THAT GOD WAS DOING A WORK IN THEIR LIFE, AND THAT ONE DAY THEY WOULD PREACH, HEAL AND CAST DEMONS OUT THEMSELVES. JESUS APPOINTED THE TWELVE DISCIPLES AND TOLD THEM WHAT THEY WOULD BE DOING IN THE FUTURE. (Mark 3:13-15)

As disciple makers, we must give people a vision of what they can become.  We must then teach them what it is like to be a real disciple by both showing and explaining to them what it is to be a true disciple

3) Jesus then began to MENTOR the twelve disciples

Although appointed in Mark 3:13, the disciples were not officially sent out by Jesus until Mark 6:7

“And He called the twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them power over unclean spirits.” (Mark 6:7)

When they had finished their mission trips, they returned and reported back to their mentor


“Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught.” (Mark 6:30)

THE REPORT IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE MENTORING PROCESS. JESUS WAS INTERESTED BOTH IN:  i) What they had done, and ii) What they had taught
No person will ever do things perfect the first time. A person must be allowed to make mistakes and create room for correction.  A DISCIPLE MAKER MUST LEARN TO BECOME AN EQUIPPER.  When giving an assessment for a completed task, mentors must address three issues:

i) What was done well

ii) What could be done better, and

iii) What needs to be done next time which was not done this time

MENTORING IS A PROCESS DESIGNED TO “ENRICH” PEOPLE. The Apostle Paul emphasised the need for more Fathers of the faith to help encourage believers to become mature disciples.  (1 Corinthians 4:15-17)
THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD PASTORS INTENSIVE HANDBOOK OUTLINES SIX KEYS TO BEING AN EFFECTIVE MENTOR WHO IS ABLE TO “ENRICH” THOSE WHO THEY ARE MENTORING. 

A GOOD MENTOR WILL:

i) Encourage those whom they are mentoring

(The meaning of the word encourage, is to give courage. Encouragement helps people to overcome their failures, fears and insecurities)

ii) Nurture those whom they are mentoring

(Nurtured people are strong people, whereas neglected people can become weak, picking up wrong mindsets)

iii) Resource people with their knowledge, gifts, talents and abilities as well as providing resource materials

iv) Invest their life in the lives of other people

(We need to have a genuine commitment to and love for others)

v) Coach those whom they are mentoring, (Advising but not Manipulating, Leading but not controlling)  and
vi) Hang in with those who they are mentoring (We must never give up on people, no matter what is happening to them) 

4) Finally, before ascending to heaven, Jesus MOBILISED the disciples to do what He had trained them to do.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

A disciple of Christ is not complete until he has been mobilised and released to become a disciple maker. 

Mobilization produces the “DNA” of multiplication.  However many churches fail at this point because they try to get mobilization happening without first spending enough time on the MODELLING and MENTORING phase of training up new leaders (disciples).

Before Jesus had got to the mobilization stage, He had already spent approximately three years in correctly training up His disciples for the work of the ministry 

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT ALL CHRISTIAN LEADERS INVEST IN THIS GENERATION OF YOUTH, WHO WILL BE THE NEXT GENERATION OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS IN THE COMMUNITY 

THE ATTRIBUTES OF A GOOD LEADER

· As Christians, we are all called to be leaders in our sphere of influence.  We have all been called to reign with Christ here on earth.  (Revelation 5:9-10) 

· God calls some Christians into Ministry Leadership.  


          (1 Timothy 1:1 and 1 Timothy 1:12)
· Jesus Himself “…gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers for the equipping of the saints…”  (Ephesians 4:11-12)
· God raises up leaders in the church to shepherd and oversee other believers.  The pastor of a church must be an example to those that God has entrusted to him.  (1 Peter 5:1-4)  

· A PASTOR NEEDS TO BE A GOOD AND CARING LEADER

· TO BE A GOOD LEADER, A PASTOR OR CHURCH LEADER MUST LIVE TO:  
i)   Serve God ,  and  ii) Serve Others

· A GODLY LEADER HAS DIED TO HIS OWN AGENDA (John 12:24-26)  (Galatians 2:20)(Luke 9:23)AND FOLLOWS GOD’S PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE, WHICH BEARS MUCH FRUIT
ATTRIBUTES OF A GOOD LEADER

1) They are HUMBLE  (Philippians 2:5-8) (Numbers 12:3)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bond servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8)
2) They are SERVANTS (Matt. 20:25-28) and lead by EXAMPLE           (1 Timothy 4:12)
Jesus Himself said,

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12)
3) They have a HUNGER for GOD”S WORD (Joshua 1:8) (Psalm 119:105) (Matthew 7:24-27) (Colossians 3:16) (Hebrews 4:12) (Psalm 1:1-3)                 (2 Timothy 3:10-17) and (Colossians 2:6-8)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:16)
The LORD said to Joshua, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

4) They have a VISION for their life and church and are able to effectively COMMUNICATE that vision to others. 

  (Habakkuk 2:2-3) (Proverbs 29:18) (Ephesians 5:15-17)
5) They are STRONG and COURAGEOUS (They never give up on God’s plan for their life) (Deuteronomy 31:6) (Joshua 1:6-9) (Hebrews 10:36) (Revelation 3:12) (2 Timothy 4:7)
The LORD said to Joshua who was about to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land,

“Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. (Joshua 1:6)

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. (Joshua 1:7)

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

6) They are APPROACHABLE (1 Peter 5:2-3) (Colossians 3:12-14)          (2 Timothy 2:23-25) (Titus 1:7-8)
The Apostle Peter wrote, “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” (1 Peter 5:2-4)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.” (Colossians 3:12-14)
7) They have a LOVE for, and COMMITMENT to those that they are leading or shepherding (Acts 20:28) (1 Peter 5:1-4) (John 10:11) (John 21:15-17) (John 10:15)
Jesus said to Peter when commissioning him to be a shepherd to the sheep, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more that these?” He said to Him, “Yes Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”

He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.”

He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.” (John 21:15-17)
8) They are TOTALLY GOD DEPENDENT (Exodus 33:11-13) (Lamentations 3:24-25) AND LEAD A LIFE OF OBEDIENCE (Acts 13:22) Abraham continually put his trust in God (Romans 4:20-21)
In the book of Acts we read, “And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’ (Acts 13:22)

9) They have been baptized in the Holy Spirit.  (The gifts of the Spirit include: the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge and the gift of faith). (1 Corinthians 12:7-9)

10) They have a close and INTIMATE relationship with the Lord and are:  

i)    Worshippers, (John 4:23-24) The great King David was a worshiper and a man after God’s own heart. He wrote many of the Psalms
ii) Prayer Warriors, (Ezekiel 22:30) (2 Chronicles 7:14)

iii)    Full of God’s Word, (Joshua 1:8) and

iii) They have a heart for lost souls  (Matthew 9:35-36) (Proverbs 11:30)
11) They have a TEACHABLE spirit (Hosea 4:6) (Proverbs 9:9) (Proverbs 10:17) (Proverbs 11:14) (Proverbs 12:1) (Proverbs 15:22) (Proverbs 16:20) (Proverbs 19:20) Like King Solomon they understand the importance of gaining wisdom (Proverbs 2:1-12)  
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.” (Proverbs 9:8-9)

12) They are great ENCOURAGERS (Acts 11:22-24) (1 Corinthians 14:12) (Hebrews 10:24-25) They also refuse to pull down others
In the book of Acts we read, “The news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord. For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.” (Acts 11:22-24)

13) They take RESPONSIBILITY for their actions. They are humble enough to acknowledge when they have made mistakes. If others have a better way of doing things they are open to making any necessary changes
14) They have a willingness to DELEGATE authority to others  (Deuteronomy 1:9-14)  (Exodus 18:21-23) Jethro, the father in law of Moses encouraged Moses to delegate authority to others,

21 Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 22 And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be that every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they themselves shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for they will bear the burden with you. 23 If you do this thing, and God so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all this people will also go to their place in peace.” (Exodus 18:21-23)
15) They have an excellent spirit. (Daniel 6:3) They give their best for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:58) (Romans 12:6-8) (Hebrews 6:10-12) They are faithful in the little things (Luke 16:10)
In the book of Daniel we read, “Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm.” (Daniel 6:3)
16) They live a life which is categorized by obedience (John 14:21) (John 14:23-24) (Isaiah 1:19)
Jesus Himself said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” (John 14:21)

Jesus also said,

“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)

17) They complete tasks (They are COMMITTED to finishing what God tells them to do) (Galatians 6:9) Moses was faithful to the end.  (Deuteronomy 34) Jesus was committed to finishing all that His Father called Him to do in His ministry here on earth. (John 4:34) (John 17:4)
Again Jesus Himself said,

“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)

Towards the end of His time here on earth Jesus said,

I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4)

18) They are honest and have integrity (Good Character) (Titus 1:5-9) (1 Timothy 6:11) (1 Timothy 3:2-3)

19) They are quick to forgive those who have hurt them or who have spitefully used them or slandered them. (Luke 6:27-28) On the cross Jesus forgave those who were mocking and reviling Him. (Luke 23:33-36)
Great leaders do not allow offences to stop them from loving and serving others and from following God’s plan for their life 

20) They manage their time well. They are WELL ORGANISED (Ephesians 5:15-17) They appreciate the importance of each day
The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

21) They MENTOR the next generation (2 Timothy 2:1-3)  (Deuteronomy 34:9)
The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,

“And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2)

22) They see the POTENTIAL IN OTHERS.  They never give up on people.  They continually speak destiny and vision over people’s lives.  KING DAVID’S 400 mighty men of valour were originally all in distress, discontented and in debt.  However under the leadership of King David they all achieved great and mighty exploits. (1 Samuel 22:1-2) (2 Samuel 23:8-39)    (1 Corinthians 1:26-31)
23) They have a healthy FEAR OF THE LORD, which is the beginning of all wisdom.  (Proverbs 1:7), and
24) THEY ARE TEAM PLAYERS
INTRODUCTORY NOTES: EVANGELISM INTENSIVE SCHOOL
· We are now living in a time when we can see the imminent return of the Lord. For this reason it is so important that we now live wholeheartedly for the Kingdom Cause
· As I began praying for the latest running of our Evangelism Intensive School the following three scriptures opened up to me
In the book of Zephaniah we read,

“Be silent in the presence of the Lord God;
For the day of the Lord is at hand,
For the Lord has prepared a sacrifice;
He has [a]invited His guests.” (Zephaniah 1:7)

In the gospel of John we read the words of Jesus,

I[a] must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.” (John 9:4)

Finally the Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

· Recently I saw on the side of a car the words “Think Big.’ As I looked at these words I sensed that the Lord was impressing upon my heart that we too as Christians need to think big. NOT big as in building a huge ministry but big in terms of investing our life to:

i. Win many more souls to Christ, and

ii. Helping many other Christians to become mature disciples

With the key to accomplishing this being just doing what God puts on our heart to do (His will) in the days to come.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 

In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· It is so important also for people who have been Christians for some time to look at also passing the baton on to the next generation, by helping to disciple an empower the youth to live wholeheartedly for Christ in the times that we are now living in.

In the book of Psalms we read, “One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts.” (Psalm 145:4)

The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy, “And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2)

· I will now share a few general thoughts in relation to being effective in serving others with our ministry gifts and in witnessing to and preaching to others

i. The importance of having a servant heart in all that we do and doing all things out of a motivation of genuine love

Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)
Jesus also said,

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13)

ii. That evangelism is all about people. That we witness to and preach to others because we have a genuine love and concern for them. That we never just see what we do as being a ministry opportunity, but that all that we do is always undergirded by our heart to see people having a life changing encounter with Jesus Christ. 
iii. The greatest is love
We need to have a genuine love for all people if we are to be truly effective in evangelism
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

Jesus was moved with compassion when He saw the multitudes of lost people

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35-36)

iv. The world is full of hurting people. God has a great love for every individual person. Every person matters to God

The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7)

v. The importance of being naturally spiritual when we reach out to the lost by having a genuine care and concern for those that we are witnessing to and first getting to know a little about their life. It is so important that we also have a genuine interest in their life as we wait for the leading of the Holy Spirit to share the gospel message with them

vi. That the way that we live our life adds credibility to our witnessing and opens up doors of opportunity to share our faith with others. How we live our life is the greatest witness to our children

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.” (Philippians 2:14-15)

Jesus Himself said,

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)
vii. THAT EVANGELISM NEEDS TO BE A LIFESTYLE

· That we recognize opportunities to share our faith with others when God sends us divine appointments

· That we are simply available at all times. “And he who wins souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30)

· We need to be flexible and prepared to change our plans as the Lord leads

· We need to learn to be Spirit led in how we live our lives

· We need to continually have a Kingdom mindset (That we are in the world but not of it)

· We need to choose to make space in our agendas to reach out to people with the love of Christ

· We need to be prepared at times to be inconvenienced (Luke 5:4-11)

· We need to be different to the people of the world and live for OTHERS in a world that is always encouraging us to look after our own self interests

(Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last)

· This is why Jesus clearly spelled out what it really involved to be a true disciple of His

Jesus Himself said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)

“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:26-27)

The Apostle Paul who achieved so much during his time here on earth wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
viii. PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT GOD’S LOVE FOR THEM

· That Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost God has a great love for all people and desires that all people would repent and call upon the name of Jesus and be saved (Luke 19:1-9) (John 4:1-42) (Luke 18:9-14)

· That Jesus did not come into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved (John 3:17-19)
· That in Christ every person can have a wonderful hope and future, BOTH in this life and beyond the grave (Jeremiah 29:11-13)

· That God is able to restore broken lives and resurrect broken dreams if a person is simply prepared to allow Jesus Christ to be Lord of all of their life (Psalm 103:2-5)
· That when we fully surrender our lives to Jesus Christ He will help us to live a life of great purpose and meaning, though not exempt from trials and challenges (John 10:10) (Psalm 37:23-25) AND
· That Jesus will never reject any person that comes to Him (John 6:37)

In the book of Psalms we read, “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy. The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works.” (Psalm 145:8-9) 

ix. That being a worshipper of God and doing His will is a great key to seeing Him hearing and answering our prayers so that we can achieve great things for His glory

In the gospel of John we read, “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.” (John 9:31)

x. We need to continually maintain a soft and right heart, especially when rejected and persecuted for our faith. We must guard our heart from the things of this world that would try and steal our affections for Christ

(Proverbs 4:23) (Luke 6:45) (Matthew 6:19-21) (Matthew 24:9-23)

xi. Our first love for Jesus is the key to maintaining a right heart and our passion for helping others to come to Christ. (Mark 12:30) (Psalm 37:4) (John 15:4-5) God has given to us as believers the ministry of reconciliation
AND

xii. We need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit and all the fullness of God (Ephesians 5:18) (Ephesians 3:17-19) (Acts 4:29-31)

It is crucial that we always minister out of the overflow of God’s Spirit in our own life

As I contemplated the importance of this I had four immediate natural examples that helped to illustrate to me the importance of not becoming spiritually dry and empty in our walk with the Lord

· A dried up sponge in the kitchen that could not be used until it was immersed in water again

· A song on the Christian radio that related to spiritual dryness

· My petrol tank was on empty, and
· The soap container at church was completely empty

How we need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit so that we can be always effective and powerful in our witnessing to others, both in season and out of season

PRACTICAL EVANGELISM WORKSHOP TEACHINGS
1) Praying for Divine appointments
Prayer is a great key to being fruitful in our evangelism outreaches. 
Prayerless people are powerless. Before going out to evangelise we need to pray for Divine appointments and for God to prepare the hearts of those that we will be ministering to, to receive the gospel message. Prayer involves God in our evangelism outreaches. (Acts 4:23-31) This is a great key to seeing fruit in our evangelism outreaches. We need to pray in the harvest. Prayer also helps to prepare our hearts and to get us in tune with God’s heart for people. We need to always pray that the Holy Spirit will anoint our words and direct our conversations when we are witnessing to others. God knows the hearts and needs of all people. Before preaching we need to invite the Holy Spirit to speak through us and to anoint our words.

2) Some keys to being effective in one-on-one evangelism
· Firstly and most importantly we need to have a clear understanding of the gospel message and be able to communicate it to others in an uncomplicated way. (Please refer to the gospel of Grace teaching in the Fire Workshop manual to help you in this) Whenever we share our faith with others we need to incorporate the message of the cross. It is in sharing the gospel message that people’s hearts will be opened to receive Christ. (Romans 1:16)

· We need to be led by the Holy Spirit when seeking who to witness to. God knows the heart of every person and who is ready to receive the gospel message. This is a great key to avoiding time wasters

· The importance of making a good first impression. We need to be friendly

· We need to GENUINELY care for people; That those that we witness to must see that we have a genuine interest in their lives

· ASK SOME QUESTIONS THAT WILL CAUSE PEOPLE TO THINK ABOUT LIFE AND ETERNITY TO HELP LOWER THEIR GUARD. I.e. what do you think happens when you die? Do you believe in an afterlife? 

· We need to learn to listen to and pay attention to people. Listening to someone who is sharing their life’s struggles with us will so often open their heart to receiving the message of the gospel. Listening to people is a great key to opening up opportunities for us to share our faith with others. In a world that is becoming more and more impersonal, just to listen to people first is a great key to being effective in sharing our faith with others
· We need God’s compassion for people when we are witnessing to and preaching to others. Otherwise we are just clanging cymbals 
(1 Corinthians 13:1)

· We must not compete with each other when we go out witnessing in pairs

· We must never perceive those that are lost as being our enemies. God has a great love for all people from all religious and philosophical backgrounds and desires that all would come to repentance and faith in Christ and be saved. God simply has a great love for all people. The conversion of the Apostle Paul who was persecuting Christians prior to coming to faith is a perfect example of God’s incredible grace and love for all people

· When sharing our faith it must never be about winning an argument but always about making known the love of God to the people that we are witnessing to and what Christ has done for them. Nothing looks worse than to see a Christian in a heated argument with an unbeliever about their faith. It is the goodness of God that leads people to repentance. (Romans 2:4)

· Sometimes we need to just agree to disagree with someone who is not yet open to receiving the gospel message after we have shared our faith with them. It is so important that after we have shared our faith with others that we ALWAYS leave on loving terms. We must not bruise the fruit by trying to force our faith on others when they are not yet ready to receive Christ into their hearts and lives. 

· A good way to finish our witnessing to someone who is not yet open to receiving Christ is simply to ask them if we can we pray for them that they would one day know the love of Christ in a real and tangible way. Most times they will say yes to this question. Again all that we do must always be motivated by love.

· Again praying for Divine appointments and being led by the Holy Spirit as to who to witness to, is a great key to seeing fruitfulness in our witnessing to others. Especially when we are part of an outreach team, it is good to make the most of the time that we are outreaching by only witnessing to those people that God puts on our heart to share our faith with. With Divine appointments people’s hearts have usually already been prepared to receive the gospel message when we share our faith with them. 

· Using ice breakers is a great way of opening up conversations with others

· Some possible ice breakers to use include: Compliments, commenting on the weather, talking about a person’s child or dog, asking for any prayer needs, inviting someone to church, or posing the question, “What do you think happens when someone dies?”

· It is good to first engage in general conversation with the people that we are witnessing to so that they can see that we are genuinely interested in their lives. FIRST the natural and then the spiritual. 

· It is important that we are never pushy. As we engage with people in conversation we will invariably see God turning the conversation around at the right time so that we can share about the things of God. Again we must allow the Holy Spirit to direct our conversations, and

· We need to keep directing the focus of our witnessing back to the fact that only Jesus can save us because we have ALL sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)

SO HOW CAN WE KEEP POINTING PEOPLE BACK TO THEIR NEED FOR CHRIST

When the enemy is trying to draw us into a debate or to take us away from sharing our faith with others, we must continually keep bringing our conversation back to Christ. We can gently do this in a number of ways;

· By continually letting those that we are sharing our faith with know just how much God loves them and what Jesus did for them by dying on the cross for their sins

Jesus Himself said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
· By letting people know that they can have a fresh start to life today and that God will completely forgive them of all their sins if they come to Christ. That God is the God of second and third and fourth chances. That God is able to restore broken lives. (Psalm 103:2-5)

· By emphasising that where we spend eternity is the most important thing in life and how Jesus Christ gave His life for them as God’s desire is truly that none would perish

Jesus Himself said, “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26)
· That we make it clear that we all miss the mark of sinless perfection which is the entry requirement for heaven. (Matthew 5:48)       (James 2:10) That none of us can ever lead a sinless life. Only Jesus can forgive us of our sins.

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“As it is written, “There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10a-12)
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”  (Romans 3:23)
In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9-10)
In the book of Acts we read,

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,” (1 Timothy 2:4)

· That we let people know that God has a unique plan for ever person’s life that begins the moment they come to Christ. A plan that is full of purpose and meaning

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) 
And

· THAT WE EMPHASISE HOW THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT GOD WILL MEET OUR EVERY NEED IN LIFE WHEN WE PUT JESUS CHRIST FIRST IN OUR LIFE. (Philippians 4:19) (Matthew 6:33)

As we listen to people we can encourage and comfort them as they share about their needs, fears and concerns in life with us, by letting them know what the bible says about God’s faithfulness and what He can do for them in life.

· That no situation is ever impossible for God. That He is both willing and able to help us in time of need. That “For with God nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37) We have a God who both hears and answers prayers that are in line with His will for our life. (1 John 5:14-15) God always knows what is best for us.

· That God promises to meet our every need in life when we put Christ first place in our life (Physical, Emotional and Spiritual) 

Jesus Himself said, “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)
King David wrote, “A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, Is God in His holy habitation. God sets the solitary in families; He brings out those who are bound into prosperity; ...” (Psalm 68:5-6) 
“O GOD, Your are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You. Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches. Because You have been my help, Therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice.” (Psalm 63:1-7) 

· That God will connect us with good friends and the right people in life to help us to fulfil our God given destiny

·  That God knows our every need in life even before we ask Him (Matthew 6:32)

·  That Jesus came that we might have life and that we might have it more abundantly; that we can live a life that is full of purpose and meaning (John 10:10)

·  That Jesus will never leave nor forsake those who come to Him. (Hebrews 13:5) We can therefore have great stability in our life

·  That God is able to resurrect the broken dreams in our life (Psalm 103:2-5) (2 Corinthians 5:17)

·  That though the Christian walk is challenging at times the Lord promises to be with us each and every step of the way           (Matthew 28:20)  And

· That one day the best is yet to come when we have an eternal home with Jesus (John 14:3)

AS WE CONTINUALLY LET PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT WHAT GOD CAN DO FOR THEM IN LIFE AND HOW HE IS CONTINUALLY FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO PUT THEIR FAITH AND TRUST IN HIM, WE CAN BEGIN TO CONVINCE PEOPLE OF HOW WISE AND GOOD IT IS TO COME TO CHRIST

· As we begin to prepare to lead a person to Christ we can then let them know that we all have a God shaped vacuum which only God can fill. That without Christ we are separated from God’s presence and that no other thing, career or person can ever fill that void in our life

· That there is great joy in heaven over even one sinner that repents and comes to Christ and that Jesus will never reject anyone that comes to Him (Luke 15:7) (John 6:37)

· AT THIS TIME IT IS THEN GOOD TO SHARE THE GOSPEL MESSAGE WITH THOSE THAT YOU ARE WITNESSING TOO. It is in the sharing of the gospel message that people’s hearts are opened to receive Christ into their lives. This is God’s saving grace that comes upon people as they hear the gospel.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” (Romans 1:16)
FOLLOWING ARE THREE EXAMPLES OF HOW WE COULD SHARE THE GOSPEL WITH OTHER PEOPLE THAT WE ARE WITNESSING TO.

EXAMPLE ONE (Short presentation): 

God’s heart is to have a loving relationship with every person in the world. God’s desire is that every person would live a life that is full of great purpose and meaning and have eternal life.

However it is our sin that separates us from a Holy God. But because of His great love for us God sent His Son Jesus Christ into the world to reconcile us back to Himself. 
Jesus Christ Himself said,

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

Because of His great love for you and me Jesus willing died on the cross at Calvary to pay the penalty for all of our sins. But death could not hold Him; Three days later He arose triumphantly from the grave and is alive forever more. Today Jesus is reaching out to you and knocking on the door of your heart. Today you can open the door of your heart to Him and receive the gift of eternal life.
EXAMPLE TWO (Goodness of God focus using some key scriptures): 

God's desire is that you would not only have a fulfilled life here on earth, but that you would also have an eternal home with Him. 

Jesus Himself said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

God loves ALL people and desires to have a relationship with each and every one of us, no matter how many mistakes that we may have made in the past. Because of God’s great love for us and Jesus Christ’s willingness to die on the cross for our sins, we can receive God’s forgiveness by coming to Christ, so that we can have eternal life and a future that is full of purpose and meaning. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8) 

Jesus Christ loves you with a passion. This is why He bled and died on the cross at Calvary to pay the penalty for all of our sins. But death could not hold Him down; Three days later Jesus Christ arose triumphantly from the dead and is alive forevermore. Today Jesus Christ is knocking on the door of your heart. Today you can open your heart to Him and receive the free gift of eternal life

EXAMPLE THREE (Incorporating the reality of both heaven and hell):

Where we spend eternity is the most important thing. Jesus made it clear that there is only one way to get to heaven. 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6) He also said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die...” (John 11:25-26) 

Only Jesus Christ can forgive us of our sins.

The simple fact is that we have all made mistakes in life. None of us are perfect. The bible makes this very clear. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

As it is written: “There is none righteous, no not one;” (Romans 3:10) 

FOR THIS REASON WE MUST ALL PERSONALLY RECEIVE THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE BY OPENING UP OUR HEART TO JESUS CHRIST AND MAKING HIM OUR OWN PERSONAL LORD AND SAVIOUR DURING OUR TIME HERE ON EARTH

The Apostle Paul also wrote, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23) 

JESUS CHRIST CHOSE TO LEAVE HEAVEN FOR 33 YEARS TO RECONCILE US BACK TO GOD. HE DIED ON THE CROSS AT CALVARY TO PAY THE PENALTY FOR OUR SINS, but three days later He arose triumphantly from the dead. Jesus is alive and back in Heaven and is coming back soon.

ONLY JESUS CHRIST CAN SAVE US FROM OUR SINS

No one except Jesus Christ has ever led a sinless life. 

The simple fact is that we have all lied at some time in our life, lusted after other people, or gossiped about others. None of us have or can keep God’s standard of sinless perfection ALL the time. 

That is why we must all personally turn from our sin and come to Jesus Christ with a humble heart to receive His forgiveness and His righteousness. 

Jesus Himself said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, (A Believer) he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) All who reject Jesus will be accountable for their own sins when they are resurrected in the body to face Him (God) at the final judgement. The final destiny for all unbelievers is the Lake of fire into which the Devil, the False Prophet the Anti-Christ and other fallen angels are also cast. (Revelation. 20:10-15) 

THIS IS NOT GOD’S DESIRE.

Jesus loves you with a passion. Today He stands knocking at the door of your heart. Today the sinless blood that He shed on the cross at Calvary for all people can wash all of your sins away. Today will you turn from your sins and open your heart to Jesus Christ and accept His gift of eternal life?


· Finally just invite them to pray with you. Let them know that you would love to see them experience the peace and joy in their heart and the purpose that comes from being in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. AT THIS TIME YOU CAN THEN LEAD THEM THROUGH THE SINNERS PRAYER

Following is one suggested example of a sinner’s prayer;

Dear Father God today I turn from my sins to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ died for all my sins and arose from the dead three days later. Today I turn from my sins to live for You. Today I invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. Fill me with the Holy Spirit I pray in Jesus Name, Amen.
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

As believers it is so important that we live and minister in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We must continually be filled with His power.

Jesus Himself depended on the Holy Spirit to fulfil His ministry here on earth. In the gospel of Luke we read; “Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region. And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. (Luke 4:14-15)  In the Book of Acts we read; “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)

HOW TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT

John the Baptist spoke about the greater Baptist to come (Jesus Christ) when he was baptizing people in the Jordan River.

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11)

The first disciples had their born again experience on Resurrection Sunday when they were commissioned by Jesus

There are two requirements for receiving New Testament Salvation:

“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  (Romans 10:9)

Prior to resurrection Sunday the apostles had already confessed Jesus as their Lord.       (Mark 8:29 and John 6:67-69)  But now, for the first time, they also believed that God raised Him from the dead.  Thus their salvation was completed.  This was the point at which they experienced the new birth.  The Holy Spirit, breathed into them by Jesus, imparted to them a totally new kind of life - eternal life - which had triumphed over sin and Satan, over death and the grave. 






THE APOSTLES RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND EXPERIENCED THE NEW BIRTH 

After appearing to the disciples on resurrection Sunday, Jesus said to them: “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them; “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  (John 20:21-22)

HOWEVER AFTER THIS WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE, JESUS MADE IT PLAIN TO THE APOSTLES, THAT THEIR EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS STILL INCOMPLETE
“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”  (Luke 24:49)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8)

THE PROMISE OF THE FULLNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS FOR ALL BELIEVERS

The Feast of Tabernacles was a joyous celebration which was observed by the priests who brought water (which was symbolic of the water supplied from the rock in Exodus 17) to the temple from the pool of Siloam in a gold pitcher 

“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  HE WHO BELIEVES IN ME, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  (John 7:37-38)

Those who are satisfied by Jesus will themselves become channels of spiritual refreshment for others.  The fountain of water in John 4:14 refers to the New Birth, whilst the rivers of living water referred to in John 7:38, represents the overflowing fullness of the Spirit-filled life which comes from being baptized in the Holy Spirit.

THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT

“But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:39)
ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY THE APPOSTLES RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND EXPERIENCED THE NEW BIRTH EXPERIENCE
THE TERM “TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT” FROM PENTECOST SUNDAY ONWARDS ONLY EVER REFERS TO THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPERIENCE
“And being assembled together with them, He (Jesus) commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me;” “for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:4-5)
THIS HAPPENED ON PENTECOST SUNDAY

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  (Acts 2:4)
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS A BELIEVER TO WITNESS FOR THE LORD AND MAKES THEIR EXPERIENCE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT COMPLETE
A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS CLEARLY SHOWS THAT THERE IS A CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE BORN AGAIN EXPERIENCE AND RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (BEING BAPTISED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT)

WHEN CHRIST WAS PREACHED IN SAMARIA

i) Multitudes in that city were born again,

“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.  And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.”  (Acts 8:5-6)

ii) Then Water Baptized, and 

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.” (Acts 8:12)

iii) Finally Baptized in the Holy Spirit (Received the Holy Spirit)
“Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  For as yet He had fallen upon none of them.  They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:14-17)

To receive the gift of the Holy Spirit a believer must simply ask their heavenly Father for the special gift of the Holy Spirit.

“If you then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”  (Luke 11:13)

Like the gift of salvation it is to be received – By Grace – Through Faith – Not of Works

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

A believer must simply receive the gift of the Holy Spirit by FAITH

“…that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”  (Galatians 3:14)

FAITH IS HOWEVER NEVER A SUBSTITUTE FOR OBEDIENCE. TRUE FAITH IS ALWAYS MANIFESTED IN OBEDIENCE.
The apostle Peter focused on the obedience aspect of genuine faith in his defence to the Jewish council. “And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.” (Acts 5:32)

SIX SCRIPTURAL STEPS OF OBEDIENCE AND FAITH TO HELP PEOPLE TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT

1) & 2)  Repentance and being Baptized

The first two steps are stated by the Apostle Peter.  These are genuine repentance and being water baptized upon becoming a believer.  

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

3)  Being Hungry and thirsty for the fullness of the Spirit
Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  (John 7:37-38)

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” (Matthew 5:6)

4)  Asking our Heavenly Father for the gift of the Holy Spirit
“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!  (Luke 11:13)
5)  We must receive the Holy Spirit (DRINK)

Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” (John 7:37)

“Drinking” represents an active process of receiving.  The infilling of the Holy Spirit cannot be received by a negative or passive attitude, just as no one can drink with a closed mouth. The Lord says, “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”  (Psalm 81:10)  God cannot fill a closed mouth.  We must open our mouth to receive the fullness of the Spirit
AND
6)   We must “yield” ourselves to God

The apostle Paul speaks to Christians of a two- fold surrender to God:

“But present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.” (Romans 6:13)

· The first surrender is the “surrender of the will and the personality” YOURSELVES

· The second surrender involves the surrender of our PHYSICAL MEMBERS

In surrendering our physical members, we can no longer seek to understand intellectually what God asks of us.  We must simply hand over unreserved control of our physical members and allow God to use them according to His own will and purpose without demanding to understand what God is doing or why He is doing it. The particular member He takes full control of is that unruly member which no man can tame – the tongue.  
Thus the yielding of our tongue to the Spirit represents the ultimate surrender of one’s members and by this we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The above six Scriptural steps of obedience and faith are not always fulfilled when some believers receive the Holy Spirit, but they are important steps to be taught to those believers desiring to be Baptized in the Holy Spirit.

“…He who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)
I will finish today’s teachings by looking at the life of JOHN HARPER (A true hero of the faith)  
· John Harper was born to a pair of solid Christian parents on May the 29th, 1872

· On the last Sunday of March 1886, when 13 years old, John Harper received Jesus as the Lord of his life

· Four years later at the age of 17, John Harper began preaching in the streets of his village pouring out his soul to see lost people come to Christ

· As John Harper’s life unfolded he was consumed by a passion to read and to preach the Word of God

· After five or six years of toiling on street corners preaching the gospel and working in a mill during the day, John Harper started his own church in September of 1896.

· This church started with just 25 members and over the next 13 years grew to 500 members

· During this time John Harper got married but shortly after was widowed.  However during this brief marriage God blessed him with a beautiful little girl named Nana.

· Ironically, John Harper almost drowned on three occasions

· When two and a half years of age, he almost drowned when he fell into a well but his mother resuscitated him

· At the age of 26 he was swept out to sea by a reverse current and barely survived

· And if this was not enough, at the age of 32 he faced death on a leaking ship in the Mediterranean.

·  It was like God was preparing him for what would come next

· On the 14th of April 1912 the RMS Titanic was sailing swiftly on the bitterly cold ocean waters

· On board this ship were many rich people

· At 11.40 pm on that fateful night, an iceberg scraped the ships starboard side and ripping open six watertight air compartments

· The sea poured in.

· On board the ship that night was John Harper and his much beloved six year old daughter Nana
· According to documented reports as soon as it became apparent the boat was about to sink, he immediately took his daughter to a lifeboat 

· It is reasonable to assume that this widowed preacher could also have easily got on board this lifeboat and been saved

· However this thought never crossed John Harper’s mind

· He bent down and kissed his precious little girl; looking into her eyes he told her that she would see him again someday.

· The flares going off in the dark sky reflected the tears on his face as he turned and headed towards the crowd of desperate humanity on the sinking ocean liner

· As the rear of the huge ship began to lurch upwards, John Harper made his way up the deck yelling, “Women, children and unsaved into the life boats.”

· As the ship began to break in half many people dived into the icy waters. 1528 people went into the frigid waters.

· John Harper was seen swimming frantically to people in the water leading them to Christ before hypothermia became fatal

· John Harper swam up to one young man who had climbed up on a piece of debris

· John Harper between breaths said “Are you saved?” This young man replied no.

· Harper then tried to lead him to Christ only to have the young man who was in shock, reply no
· John Harper then took off his own life jacket and threw it to the young man

· A few minutes later John Harper swam back to this young man and led him to Christ

· Of the 1528 people who went into the icy waters that night only six survived.  One of them was this young man

· Four years later, at a survivors meeting, this young man stood up in tears and recounted how John Harper had led him to Christ

· Mr Harper had tried to swim back to help others, yet because of the cold had become too weak to swim.

· HIS LAST WORDS BEFORE GOING UNDER IN THE FRIGID WATERS WERE, “Believe on the Name of the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”
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